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Preservation
n. ~ 1. The professional 
discipline of protecting 
materials by minimizing 
chemical and physical 
deterioration and 
damage to minimize the 
loss of information and 
to extend the life of 
cultural property. 



Problems with AV Preservation 

Costly.

Requires expertise.

Magnetic tape needs reformatting.



DEGRALESCENCE



DIGITIZATION

DIGITIZE



Public Preservation Needs

Access to equipment.

Access to information.

Empowerment to preserve themselves.



Preservation for all!
“...Personal archives matter because 
individual lives matter... Regardless of 
any perceived historical or cultural 
value, personal digital archives 
represent an important chance for 
individuals to give voice to their own 
perspectives, to make sure the 
cultural record reflects their lived 
experiences, and to share their 
stories with other people if they 
choose.” 
– Gabriela Redwine, “Personal Digital Archiving,” 

Digital Preservation Coalition Technology Watch Report 
15-01, Dec. 2015 



Memory Lab***
*

*not drawn to scale

**not digitized VHS (it’s film)

***not just digitization

**



Memory Lab

It’s a place.

It’s an online resource.

It’s a series of programs.

http://libguides.dclibrary.org/memorylab/home
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Memory Lab

It’s a place.
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It’s a place (+7).
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Memorylabnetwork.org
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Memory Lab Network

1. 2. 3!



Memory Lab Network 2

It’s (going to be) a place (+7).

It’s online resources.

It’s a series of trainings & programs.

It’s replicable and scalable!
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Memory Lab Network: Apply 2019?



What can you do?

Maintain urgency!

Value:
● Preservation literacy
● D-I-Y ethic and ability  
● Personal archives
● Marginalized communities
● Community archives

Share



DIY Spaces, Resources, Programs

*photo stolen from Twitter



Questions ?
You can find me at:

◉ @AV_DiscoTech
◉ @MemLabNet
◉ siobhan.hagan@dc.gov

Thanks!



AV A-D Demo


