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Meg’s	preservation	philosophy
(aka	local-centric	decisions)

• Not	everything	created	must	be	saved.
• Analog	originals	in	good	condition	count	as	one	
preservation	copy.

• Not	everything	saved	as	a	digital	object	needs	bit-
level	preservation	immediately on	acceptance.

• Digital	objects	that	are	saved/preserved	will	be	
accessible	but	not	necessarily	24/7	on	demand.	

• Digitized	and	born-digital	objects	can	be	reformatted	
and/or	edited	at	the	archivist’s	discretion.



Digital	collection	file	inventory



Plan	for	this	session

• Updates	on	processing	actions
• Updates	on	storage	activities
• Continuing	worries
• Mental	health	tips
• Questions/discussions



Updates	on	processing	actions

• Clarification	of	two	Case	Study	points:
– DA	developer	has	not	updated	the	tool	to	include	the	
functions	of	the	DA-MetadataTransformer (DA-MT)

– I	misunderstood	the	“exclude”	function	in	
DataAccessioner (no	record	kept	of	that,	but	
Archivematica does	record	that	type	of	decision)



“Exclude”	in	DA



Benefits	of	DA	+	DA-MT

• Portability!	Example:	author’s	papers.
• Non-invasive	insights	into	bulk	transfers	on	
media.	

• Outputs	hold	potential	for	future	auditing	
(good	stewardship)	but	immediately	useful	for
– Calculating	quantities	accumulated.
– Identifying	formats,	especially	at-risk	content.



Digital	Collections	Inventory
(the	POWRR	example)



IWU	Accession	record	in	Access



Updates	on	storage	activities

• Redundant	Array	of	Independent	Disks	(RAID)
– Location	changed	back	to	physical	library	building.
– Plan	continued	use	for	near-line	storage	needs.

• Fixity	an	open	source	tool	for	monitoring	
digital	files	in	long-term	storage	locations.
– One	caution:	in	a	Windows	environment,	Fixity	needs	
an	uninterrupted	port	location.

• Checksum	comparisons
– Still	no	storage	system	that	will	ingest	checksums	
previously	created	and	automatically	compare	them	
to	ones	generated	during	ingest.



Updates	on	storage	activities

DuraCloud™	
• Requested	Level	3	so	that	streaming	media	from	storage	

would	be	possible	but	received	funding	for	Level	2.
• Storage	costs	are	now	separate	from	subscription.
• Provider	routinely	analyzes	reports	about	corruption	in	

stored	content.	
– As	of	two	weeks	ago,	staff	report	that	replacements	occur	when	

files	don’t	complete	the	initial	transfer.



1,067	Temp	objects,	290.5	GB



DuraCloud upload	manifest



Retrieval	in	Command	Line



File	names	for	object	retrieval



Errors!



Continuing	worries

• Capture	of	Web	content
– Good	news:	help	from	staff!
– Labor	intensive	and	expect	that	some	things	are	
missed.

• Media	dependency	and	Normalization
– Good	news:	Budget	allocation	and	Summer	of	Old	
Media!	(digital	and	analog)

– Labor	intensive	both	for	removable	media	and	for	
staying	aware	of	content	loaded	to	DuraCloud (no	
normalizing	in	this	storage	system).



Decision	help	from	the	
Digital	Preservation	Coalition



Sanity	savers

• Don’t	hesitate	to	psych	yourself	up!
– Periodically	assess	progress	to	make	your	efforts	
visible	to	yourself/others:	annual	reports	and	
timelines.



Meg’s	Baby	Steps	
Timeline	2015

• Spring Case	Study	published.
• Summer	Tested	Fixity,	continued	content	inventory	and	

preservation	priorities,	started	cross-training	for	Sp2016	
sabbatical	coverage.

• Fall [Homecoming!]	Advocate	for	DuraCloud
subscription,	workflows	for	Sp2016	sabbatical	coverage	
(text,	spreadsheet,	and	then	a	flowchart),	started	
negotiations	for	extensive	hybrid	(paper	&	electronic)	
manuscript	collection.

• Winter Request	for	online	access	to	collection	of	audio	
cassette	recordings;	accepted	hybrid	mss collection	from	
author	(privacy	implications	=	policy	creation	needed).



Meg’s	Baby	Steps	
Timeline	2016

• Spring	Sabbatical	resulting	in	lots	of	digital	content!
• Summer	Informed	that	a	subscription	to	level	2	of	

DuraCloud would	start	in	the	fall.
• Fall [Homecoming!]	Started	using	DuraCloud,	hired	

digitized	audio	editor	(see	philosophy).
• Winter	Documenting	ingest	decisions,	learning	about	

DuraCloud’s “chunking”	(aka	1GB	increments)	process,	
working	through	Command	Line	(@$#&)	after	30	years!



Meg’s	Baby	Steps	
Timeline	2017-2018

• Spring	Documenting	ingest	decisions,	reappraisal.
• Summer Comprehensive	analog	&	digital	A/V	media	

assessment,	digitized	video	editing,	DuraCloud ingest,	
inventory	(Finding	Aid)	with	storage	and	access	points	as	
needed.

• Fall [Homecoming!]	– Spring	2018	Working	with	digitized	
content—more	decisions!	Learned	about	using	
DuraCloud as	temp	storage.

• Summer	Two	students	assistants	editing	and	conducting	
quality	control	on	digitized	content;	two	others	creating	
and	reviewing	transcripts.



Sanity	savers

• POWRR’s	Baby	Steps	=	actions	are	local-centric
– Adapt	“best	practices”	into	actions	that	make	sense	in	
your	world	(XML	vs.	Excel	example).

– Make	priorities	based	on	your	collections	and	needs.





Post-
POWRR	
emphasis:	
decision	
making,	
documen-
tation &	
advocacy.



The	DP	part	of	the	flowchart



Sanity	savers (cont’d)

• POWRR’s	Baby	Steps	=	actions	are	local-centric
– Adapt	“best	practices”	into	actions	that	make	sense	to	
you	(XML	vs.	Excel).

– Make	priorities	based	on	your	collections	and	needs.
– Engage	in	whatever	stewardship	activities	are	possible	
for	you.



Stewardship	is	
incremental!

Blue	=	my	standing	
at	the	end	of	
POWRR.
Green	=	my	
progress	since	then.
Handwriting	=	my	
exceptions	to	these	
suggestions	J



Sanity	savers

• POWRR’s	Baby	Steps	=	actions	are	local-centric
– Adapt	“best	practices”	into	actions	that	make	sense	to	
you	(XML	vs.	Excel).

– Make	priorities	based	on	your	collections	and	needs.
– Engage	in	whatever	stewardship	activities	are	possible	
for	you.

– Documenting	decisions	saves	both	you	&	your	future-
self	some	grief!



Editing	decision	documentation



Finding	aid



Thoughts	to	share?
• Do	any	of	these	actions	ring	true	for	your	
world?

• What	decisions	have	you	made?
• Successes?	
• Worries?
• Other	questions?



Thank	You!

Meg	Miner
Illinois	Wesleyan	University

mminer@iwu.edu
309-556-1538

https://www.iwu.edu/library/archives


